Monday, April 7, 2003
Deuteronomy 1:1 – 46

Moses began his final words with the people by telling the story of the first arrival at the promised land. Of the people listening to him, only Caleb and Joshua could remember that event. The others who had been there died in the wilderness. Would their children obey God and follow Him into the land?

How did the first effort to enter the land fail?  Let’s look at it step by step. 1) God saved the people out of slavery and led them to a new and wonderful opportunity. 2) Everyone said, “Wow, this is great!” 3) They suggested that it was prudent to spy out the best path to take into the new land. 4) Twelve spies went into the land. 5) The spies returned saying that the land was wonderful, but dangerous. 6) Two spies wanted to take the land immediately because God was able to give them victory. 7) Ten spies advised against the risk and the people agreed. 8) Thirty-nine years in the wilderness.


The Israelites failed to keep their eyes on God. They forgot God’s ability and saw only their own inability. It was a little like the time Peter walked on the surface of the sea to Jesus. Peter did fine until he noticed that he was doing something that he didn’t have the power to do. Forgetting Jesus’ ability to help him, he sank. 

Can we still lose sight of God in our mission and ministry today? Consider the following true story: A church parking lot and sanctuary were almost full, but not quite. When the pastor suggested that the congregation make both larger, they said that they wanted to wait.  After all, the new visitor rate might drop off. A year later their attendance had dropped significantly. Although their pastor had told them repeatedly and pleadingly that visitors who can’t easily find parking or seating will go elsewhere, his flock told him, “See, Pastor. It’s a good thing we didn’t spend all that money on bigger facilities.”
